
Did you know?
NewcastleGateshead voted no.1

for arts and nightlife
Rough Guide 06

Located in North East England, Newcastle 
(on the north bank of the river Tyne) and Gateshead (on the south bank)

have been transformed into a single visitor destination called NewcastleGateshead. 

It’s by no coincidence that NewcastleGateshead has been voted ‘favourite UK city-break destination’ for
four consecutive years, by Guardian and Observer readers. The city - with its famous icons, free attractions, 

world-class events programme and distinctive culture – provides group travel organisers with a proposition that is
not only unique and memorable, but also great value for money. 

Make plans for December to combine your trip with NewcastleGateshead’s Winter Festival 2006, featuring stunning light
installations and of course, Christmas shopping. 

www.NewcastleGateshead.com/trade

Gateshead quays
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H O T E L . G O L F . S P A

Matfen Hall, Matfen, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 0RH.
T: 01661 886 500    F: 01661 886 055    E: info@matfenhall.com    W: matfenhall.com

GOING FOR GROUPS
Matfen Hall - Voted ‘Large Hotel of the year 2006’
53 Luxurious en-suite bedrooms
Leading PGA, championship 18-hole golf course
Sophisticated Spa and Leisure Club
Award winning Library & Print Room Restaurant
Situated close to major attractions in stunning parkland

• All bedrooms with double beds or double doubles
• Ample free car parking
• On-site Bibo Bar & Bistro
• 2 miles from Newcastle city centre

For the best available group rates:
telephone: 0191 491 3131
email: info@tulipinnnewcastlegateshead.co.uk
web: www.tulipinnnewcastlegateshead.co.uk

friendliness & hospitality

you’rewelcome

Just off the A1, minutes from the Metro Centre

The Marriott hotels in North East England
are all within easy access of the main A1
and provide a great base when visiting the
area.

• Free coach parking 

• Luxurious leisure facilities including gym,
pool and sauna 

• MetroCentre & Gosforth from £36.00* 

• Durham from £46.00* 
*Rates based on 2 people sharing a twin/double room

www.marriotthotels.co.uk 

Village Hotel & Leisure Club, Newcastle 
Special Groups Offer   £65.00 per room, per night

Based on two people sharing a twin or
double room. Inclusive of full English
breakfast, complimentary use of the
leisure facilities, service & VAT.
Subject to availability, prepayment
required in advance, restrictions may
apply.

To book call 0191 270 1414 and quote NV1

or visit www.village-hotels.co.uk and 
enter promotional code NV1

Cobalt Business Park, 
West Allotment, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE27 0BY

• Executive coach & car hire 

• High quality and reliable transport 

• All group sizes catered for 

• Airport, station and hotel transfers 

• Luxury tours of Northumbria 

• Full destination management service

Special Trade Offer  
Free Chauffeur Driven Venue Tours.
FAM tours of North East England venues for up
to 3 hours in executive car or MPV (max. 6
passengers).
Additional time available at extra cost.
Tel: +44 (0) 191 214 8041 

www.parkersexeculink.com

Every group should spend a day at 
The Alnwick Garden

The most exciting contemporary garden to be created in
the last century featuring an enthralling mix of water

sculptures, architecture and planting. The Alnwick Garden
is one of the world’s must-see gardens and the perfect

destination for groups.

The Alnwick Garden,Denwick Lane, Alnwick,Northumberland, NE66 1YU
Tel: +44 (0) 1665 511350  Fax: + 44 (0) 1665 511351

Email: info@alnwickgarden.com  Web: www.alnwickgarden.com

The Alnwick Garden is a registered charity number 1095435

To obtain your
copy please
contact North East
England’s Travel
Trade Team on
0870 428 0810

Tailored to suit . . . tour itinerary packs
Day trips, short breaks or long stay holidays, our
themed itineraries are tailor made to make planning
each tour a simple pick & mix option.

Itineraries include:

> City Life 
> Retail Therapy 
> Grand Houses & Gardens 
> Roman Crowd Control 
> Scenic Countryside 
> Coast & Castles 
> Plus lots more ...

In addition to fantastic
shopping, the city centre is the
perfect location to admire the
history and heritage of
NewcastleGateshead. You’ll
find: Castle Keep from which
Newcastle takes its name; 13th
century monastery Blackfriars
(with restaurant facilities); the
best remains of the medieval
city walls and Georgian
Grainger Town where you’ll find
a myriad of shops, restaurants
and bars.

NewcastleGateshead

Newcastle city centre 

River Escapes Sightseeing Cruise
– enjoy world-famous panoramas of the
river Tyne with live commentary  

Guided Blue Badge tours – walking tours
with highly recommended personal guides 

City Sightseeing – two routes with
informative and entertaining commentary
taking in the major landmarks

www.NewcastleGateshead.com/trade 

Group tours

A selection of guides and copyright-free
images are available to help plan and
promote your trip. 

To order visit
www.NewcastleGateshead.com/trade 

Accommodation and Attraction, Pocket and Walking Guide.

Essential tools to
plan your visit

Coach parking

Gateshead quays (charge)

MetroCentre (free)  

QuayLink

Designed specifically for visitors, the
QuayLink is high frequency, electric
buses which link the attractions at
Newcastle quayside, Gateshead quays
and Newcastle city centre. 

www.NewcastleGateshead.com/trade

New facilities

NewcastleGateshead is the northern
home of the Royal Shakespeare
Company who have enjoyed an
annual season for the past 29
years. Taking place in the stunning
Theatre Royal and Northern Stage,
the programme is a delightful mixture of traditional and
contemporary. Performances include: Romeo and Juliet; 
The Tempest; Much Ado About Nothing and King John.

Event pick and mix

NewcastleGateshead
Royal Shakespeare
Season 

Throughout December, NewcastleGateshead will be transformed
into a winter wonderland with traditional favourites such as,
seasonal markets and outdoor ice rinks. Not to be missed is Glow
– a brilliant array of light installations which will illuminate the
city and bring warmth and light to the darkest winter. 

Throughout December. 0191 277 8000
www.NewcastleGateshead.com30 October - 25 November

0870 905 5060
www.theatreroyal.co.uk

Recently voted large visitor attraction of the year by the annual
North East Tourism Awards. The gallery houses a stunning
permanent collection of Pre-Raphaelite works and regularly features
blockbuster touring exhibitions. New Art for a New Era spans the
groundbreaking changes which took place in art in the twentieth
century from the Edwardian period to the sixties. It includes work
by Stanley Spencer, LS Lowry and Laura Knight.

New Art for a New Era (FREE)
Until April 2007, Laing Art Gallery, Newcastle city centre. 
0191 232 7734 www.twmuseums.org.uk/laing

A former 1950s grain warehouse, the interior has been transformed
into a series of art spaces. Visitors are often as equally impressed
by the stunning views from the top floor as from the thought-
provoking, internationally acclaimed exhibitions. Currently at
BALTIC is Spank the Monkey, the first serious international
examination of urban and suburban art, bridging the gap between
the street and the traditional art space. 

Spank the Monkey (FREE)
Until 7 January, BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art 
Gateshead quays. 0191 478 1810 www.balticmill.com 

A world-class waterfront
containing galleries, cafes and 
a wealth of public artworks.
Walk over the Gateshead
Millennium Bridge – the world's
first tilting bridge and winner 
of the RIBA Stirling Prize, have
coffee at The Sage Gateshead -
an international home for
music, designed by Sir Norman
Foster, and visit BALTIC Centre
for Contemporary Art. 

Newcastle quayside 
and Gateshead quays

Visit the iconic Angel of the 
North before embarking on 
a visit to the MetroCentre –
Europe’s largest shopping and
leisure complex. 

Gateshead

11 Nov–11 Feb

25 Nov-7 Jan

27 Nov-2 Dec
4-9 Dec
11-16 Dec

2-3 Dec
9-10 Dec

7–30 Dec 

11-20 Jan

15 Dec

Dec

31 Dec

Open-air skating

Open-air skating 

A selection of Christmas
markets including Farmers 
and Continental markets 

Glow – world-class 
light installations

Dick Whittington Pantomime 

Jack and the Beanstalk
Pantomime 

Carols in the city

Christmas craft exhibition 
and sale

NYE event

Times Square, Central Station area 

Gateshead quays

Newcastle city centre 

NewcastleGateshead 

Journal Tyne Theatre 

Theatre Royal, 

Newcastle city centre 

Shipley Art Gallery

NewcastleGateshead

For more information contact the Marketing Department 
0191 4930200 or visit our web site at www.metrocentre.uk.com

Discover shopping10 till10. 
Just like Mrs Santa.

Weekdays from 30th October till 22nd December

Special Offers for visitors 
by coach or sleigh.

FREE CUSTOMER DISCOUNT CARDS

www.NewcastleGateshead.com/trade

Choose MetroCentre for your next Group visit and all 
your group will receive a free discount card offering over
50 discounts, making your Christmas shopping go further.

NewcastleGateshead 
Winter Festival (FREE)

Grainger Town Much Ado About Nothing

Gateshead Millennium Bridge

Angel of the North Christmas lights Open air skating

45510 CR Events Diary Insert A4  30/8/06  9:45 am  Page 2



Register today

Closer than you think

For full details on travel trade opportunities in
NewcastleGateshead, including group registered hotels,
parking, tours and suggested itineraries visit
www.NewcastleGateshead.com/trade 

The first 50 to register will receive MetroCentre’s Shopping
and Leisure Discount Guide and North East England’s
Hidden Benefits, which offers discounts at 35 top attractions. 
Photography credits: Peter Atkinson (Ad infinitum), Graeme Peacock,  Alan Bennington,
John Williamson.

UK - The A1(M), North East England’s major trunk road, by-
passes the city, giving swift access from Scotland, and from
the South via the M1 and M62 cross-Pennine motorway.  

Grainger Town and Greys Monument

Gateshead Millennium Bridge

NewcastleGateshead’s bridges

Angel of the North

Newcastle cityscape

BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art

Newcastle quayside

Ireland - NewcastleGateshead is now even more accessible
than ever before. And with a new low-cost flight starting
October, there has never been a better time to plan a visit. 

Birmingham

Edinburgh

Glasgow

Leeds

Liverpool

London

Manchester

208

102

149

96

166

283

139

31/2 hours 

21/2 hours

3 hours

11/2 hours

21/2 hours

41/2 hours

3 hours

To/From
NewcastleGateshead

Miles Drive
times

Cork

Dublin

11/4 hours 

1 hour

To/From 
NewcastleGateshead

Operator Flight
times

www.NewcastleGateshead.com/trade

Jet2.com

Ryanair &
Aer Lingus*

*from 29 October
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